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Foreword

Priya Viswanath

Co-Founder, da-na asia

Writing a Foreword for Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India at

a time when the world is abuzz with news of the billionaires who have

signed up for the Giving Pledge is fortuitous! There is seemingly an over-

whelming interest in philanthropic giving and attempts to compare and

contrast, to capture trends of giving across regions, and to honour the

diverse ways of giving throughout societies and among all social groups

and classes.

When Sanjay Agarwal first mentioned he was planning to write a

book on Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India, I was very excit-

ed for three reasons. As a philanthropy practitioner one of the gaps I

have felt (and continue to feel) is the absence of credible research and

writing on philanthropic giving in India. I felt Sanjay’s research would

contribute richly in bridging the gap. Secondly, having interacted with

Sanjay for long years professionally and personally, I was certain his

research and writing would be of the highest standards. Thirdly, the

readers of the book would be treated to some great anecdotes and

humour that is so uniquely Sanjay.  He certainly has not disappointed on

all three counts.

Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India at the onset is a work

that takes the reader “back to the basics” in terms of understanding giv-

ing traditions as they were practiced in India by civil society in various

milieus. While various scholars, academicians and philosophers have

touched upon and reflected on giving traditions of majority religious

groups in India - Hinduism, Islam, Christianity in the context of various

social, anthropological, religious and philosophical studies - there has

been little research on “Giving Traditions” per se. This book is therefore

the first of its kind in tracing “traditions” as they have been practiced his-

torically in India. 

The importance of the book, in addition to the obvious “filling a gap,”

is that it is thought-provoking for two additional reasons, and therefore

a must-read for fundraisers and practitioners. The book calls out to us

the importance of reflecting and promoting age old traditions and prac-

tices. As Walter Rauschenbusch reminded us, “History is never antiquat-

ed, because humanity is always fundamentally the same.” And as practi-

tioners it is important to understand past practices of individuals and

societies to develop the “next practice”.

Sanjay also impresses upon the reader to look beyond the lens of TH
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“institutionalized” giving. The response of the philanthropy sector in

India over the last decade and a half has been to under-estimate the role

of a key group of protagonists - the donors! This has been done by pro-

viding “accountable” platforms and mediums that focus on transparen-

cy, accountability and more credibility. Having spent the last ten years in

that medium or in an intermediary space, I can say with a degree of con-

viction that transparency and accountability are essential aspects for

donor retention. However, I have also seen that beyond companies, indi-

viduals operate on the basis of compassion, trust and sentiment. There

are always individual motivations to give and we cannot, and should not,

"second guess" that through an over-emphasis on our credibility meas-

ures.  Rather, our work must give donors more tools to express their pas-

sions in giving.

Almost a decade ago, when I did my research on Diaspora giving,

many Silicon Valley Indians indicated they gave to Ramakrishna Mission

or Satya Sai Trust. When I queried them on their “motivations” and the

“accountability” factor they were categorical in their response. They gave

to these institutions not because of their religious bent, but because

many of them had seen these institutions fulfilling social and communi-

ty obligations. Religion was not a bad word to these educated Indians.

And organizations publicly displaying their financials were not key “driv-

ers” that influenced their giving.

Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India took me back to those

conversations and the importance of remembering the “individual” as

also “giving to individuals” vs. organizations. The more recent phenom-

ena of the “Joy of Giving” week in India brings together common citizens

from all walks of life including corporates, media, academic institutions,

non-profits. Same with the Marathons! The Joy of Giving week and the

Marathons have gone back to mass mobilization of simple, individual

citizens and civil society around a common theme of "giving" and they

have been hugely successful in their efforts.

Organised, westernized, tax effective philanthropy will always have a

place in the developed and indeed some parts of the developing world.

But around the world, and certainly in India and other Asian societies,

the proclivity to practice giving that “alleviates poverty and suffering” at

an individual level will continue to exist. While comments such as “Our

social fabric leaves little for philanthropy outside our extended families”

and “the able anyway are supporting the needy within the extended fam-

ilies, in their own way” often annoy me, the fact remains that a majority

of middle class India does think that way. However that does not mean

we give up on individuals. It means we reflect and develop on common

sentiment and work it for the advantage of the masses.  If we fail to do
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that, I am afraid those with mass appeal - be it the political parties or

other civil society groups - are likely to capitalize on this incredible

resource.

When we stop reading or learning, closing our minds to history we in

effect die. Sanjay's scholarly research is sure to ignite a passion in read-

ers to delve deeper into societies and traditions and religious and civil

practices and develop an “inclusive” model of giving for the future. 

I look forward to reading more on traditional as well as new practices

of giving from a plethora of scholars and practitioners in the coming

years and to an inspiring time ahead.
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Foreword

Mark Sidel

Professor of Law and Lauridsen Research Fellow, University of Iowa

President, International Society for Third Sector Research (ISTR)

In recent years the scholarly study of philanthropic practices in India has

focused on secular giving and secular institutions, amidst a rapid

increase in the number of philanthropic institutions, the range of their

activities, and the activism of their donors. That is important work, but

the rich history and current practice of philanthropy in India cannot be

fully told by the practice of secular giving. Faith-based giving, a critical-

ly important part of Indian charity and philanthropy, needs to be better

understood on its own terms, and in the diverse and changing forms in

which it is practiced today in India, if we are to have even the hope of a

comprehensive understanding of the complex tapestry that is giving and

philanthropy in India.  

Sanjay Agarwal states this problem clearly in the introduction to his

exceptional volume, Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India.

“During the research that was required for this [book], I found that tra-

ditional giving in India was immensely creative and complex. There were

many forms, rituals, themes, ways, times, and methods through which

people gave. These cultural forms were supported by an extremely rich

literature and lore. The literature also showed systematic thought, as well

as use of psychology and communication techniques. I also found that

most of this never featured in the conversations on fund-raising in

India…..”

Mr. Agarwal set out to fill this crucially important gap in the scholar-

ly and practitioner literature on giving and philanthropy in India, and he

has succeeded admirably. In great detail and through the explication of

doctrine, history and stories, his fine book discusses giving in the Hindu,

Islamic, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Bahai traditions.  Mr.

Agarwal's volume is of exceptional value for its discussion of the doctrine

and history underlying these faith-based motivations for charity and phi-

lanthropy, as well as for the detail of the research presented. Daan and

Other Giving Traditions in India will serve as the standard guide to these

giving traditions in India for a long time to come.  It belongs on the book-

shelves of any person interested in philanthropy and charity in India and

anyone working on charitable and philanthropic giving, and of any

library that is collecting any materials in the area.  

Mr. Agarwal’s fine work is not alone in this field.  In recent years we

have also seen superb publications on religious giving and the fascinat-
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ing interplay between religious and secular giving in specific communi-

ties by others who are listed in the detailed and useful bibliography in

Mr. Agarwal's volume. Many of those works are guides to giving in spe-

cific traditions. Mr. Agarwal's work goes further, providing rich detail on

all the major giving traditions in India and a comparative basis for under-

standing, research, and encouragement of giving.       

This highly detailed and informative discussion of giving traditions in

India has a practical purpose as well. Mr. Agarwal puts it clearly toward

the end of Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India: "The corporate

sector spends enormous amounts of money contextualising its products

and marketing strategies, so that these appeal to local needs and sensi-

bilities. Indian NGOs have similarly made enormous efforts to under-

stand the needs of rural or deprived communities that they work with.

Similar effort needs to go into working with Indians who have the capac-

ity to contribute funds and resources, but hold back for one reason or the

other. As India grows economically, financial support from foreign

shores will start shrinking…. It makes sense then to turn to the wealthy

in India, including those who are steeped in tradition. The resulting

engagements will not only help Indian NGOs expand their work, it will

also help change perceptions on both sides."

In telling us about the giving traditions of India, and how those tradi-

tions encourage private giving for public purposes - a modern definition

of the philanthropic enterprise - Mr. Agarwal has himself contributed to

the public and to philanthropy in important ways. It is an honor to help

to welcome this exceptional volume to the world, and to recommend it

in the highest terms to readers.
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Preface

In the early 90’s, when I started working closely with NGOs, I noticed

that people found it easier to give money for building temples than

schools. As time went on, I heard this often from my colleagues, many of

whom were fund-raising professionals. I found this curious - how was a

simple person like a priest able to motivate people to give relatively large

amounts of money, without any plan or campaign. Then in 2004, I

realised that most Indians looked at giving in ways which were signifi-

cantly different from people in other countries. For instance, they were

relatively less concerned with what happened to the money after they

had given it away. This led to a series of AccountAbleTM issues on alter-

native views of accountability which helped underscore the different

expectations of traditional faith-based donors and  modern purpose-

driven donors, when it came to financial accountability. 

During the research that was required for this, I found that tradition-

al giving in India was immensely creative and complex. There were many

forms, rituals, themes, ways, times, and methods through which people

gave. These cultural forms were supported by an extremely rich litera-

ture and lore. The literature also showed systematic thought, as well as

use of psychology and communication techniques. I also found that

most of this never featured in the conversations on fund-raising in India.

That's when AccountAid decided to take up this book, with encourage-

ment and support of the Ford Foundation in Delhi.

The power of traditions remains strong in India. As much as 14 tons

of gold1 was purchased in Mumbai alone on Akshay Teej, despite fren-

zied prices,2 which were partly caused by the festival itself. As we worked

on collecting the material for the book, I also noticed that many success-

ful product campaigns were designed around Indian cultural traditions,

and connected immediately with the viewers. For instance, the use of

sindoor and deepdaan in the insurance campaigns was highly evocative.

On the other hand, some campaigns (‘Dumb, dumb, dumb…’, The Fastest

Indian) failed to engage the viewers, as these were using symbols or cul-

tural practices which most Indians were not familiar with. 

Similarly, many high-powered fund-raising campaigns in India were

modified versions of campaigns designed for an Anglo Saxon culture.

On the other hand, there were isolated examples of people using Indian

cultural symbols to raise funds3 or sell products4 with less effort and

greater effect. One of the most spectacular examples of this was the

Bhoodaan Andolan (1951) of Vinoba Bhave, which tapped into an

ancient tradition and mobilized 5 million acres5 of land in donations. 

I also found that there was no literature or reference material on this

14
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topic which fund-raisers or NGOs could use. Though several books have

been written, for instance, on daan, zakaat or tithe, these are mostly

intended for use by the believers,6 or tend to be scholarly studies.7 The

material on daan, though extensive, is mostly found in Sanskrit hand-

books8 or in the Puran where it is highly scattered. This book tries to

bring this material together in one place, so that it can be used for refer-

ence.

The primary objective of writing this book is to help Indian NGOs

and fund-raisers understand and appreciate the rich indigenous giving

traditions, as also learn from the literature and thinking that support

these. It is also hoped that this will lead them to think about whether and

how some of these elements can be used in their own search for

resources among Indian communities.

This book comes with an important caveat. I believe that each tradi-

tion has its own language and can be interpreted in many different ways,

from the most gross to the most sublime. Further, there are meanings

within each meaning, which are not apparent to most, especially to an

outsider like me. Therefore, only a practitioner of the faith, working with

a spiritual master, can truly understand and interpret these traditions

satisfactorily. This enumeration of different traditions is, therefore,

bound to contain many omissions and errors of fact and interpretation.

I will, therefore, be grateful if learned scholars and practitioners would

be kind enough to bring these to my notice.

To the extent possible, sources for each of the references included in

the book have been provided. This is intended to help practitioners and

scholars look up the relevant material, should they need more details in

designing their fund-raising ideas or in pursuing their study. To keep the

layout simple and uncluttered for the general reader, all the references

have been given as end-notes.

Roman spelling of Sanskrit, Hindi, Pali, Urdu or Persian words poses

a peculiar problem. Orthodox etiquette demands that diacritical marks

be used to ensure correct pronunciation. However, these are difficult to

follow for most people. Similarly, using an extra ‘a’ (as in Yoga) leads to

misreading and mispronunciation of words. The book, therefore, follows

a simple expedient of using two a’s (or o’s) to signify a longer vowel in

many places, and drops the extra ‘a’ at the end altogether, except where

it is distinctly heard. To help Indian readers, Devnagari spelling has also

been given alongside. Terms occurring in languages other than English

have been italicised, unless these happen to be proper names. Titles of

books and Scriptures have been italicised.
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I. Introduction

Legend has it that the Moghul court was considered to be the wealthiest

of its time in the entire world. Whether true or not, India certainly excit-

ed the imagination of a large number of European explorers during the

renaissance, in search for a trade route to the source of spices. Columbus

was searching for India, when he ended up in the Americas in 1492 CE.

Eventually Vasco da Gama landed in Calicut in 1498 CE. With this began

the story of India’s colonization, which ended some 450 years later with

a unified, but impoverished India. Most Indians spent their lives on the

edge of poverty through the rest of the century. A very large number still

do (28%),9 though there is some glimmer of hope for them now.

This also means that most would consider the forms of daan

described here as flights of pauranik fancy. Imagine people giving away

mountains of gold, and pots of gems. This appears to come straight from

a fable or an epic, something like Timbuktu, commonly thought to be a

nowhere place.10 Actually Timbuktu is a real11 but forgotten city of West

Africa, which at one time was immensely wealthy, being a centre of the

gold-for-salt trade. 

Another forgotten town on the other side of the continent was called

Berenice.12 During the Roman period, for close to 550 years, this was a

busy port, connecting directly to Karachi and Kerala. Kerala was the land

of spices, particularly pepper, much in demand in Rome, and worth its

weight in gold. According to Strabo, an average of 120 ships made the

journey from Kerala to Red Sea each year. Each is likely to have carried

about 75 tonnes of cargo on an average.13 The value of goods (ivory,

spices, cloth) transported from India to Egypt is estimated at 18 billion

drachmas per year, or about 540 billion dollars per year.14 What flowed

back to India was Roman gold, much of it excavated from its colonies

such as those in Egypt. According to Prof. Sidebottom, over 550 years,

about 10.5 trillion dollars worth of gold may have flowed back into India.

Consider also a more contemporary account:15

“India, China and the Arabian peninsula take one hundred million

sesterces from our empire per annum at a conservative estimate: that is

what our luxuries and women cost us. For what percentage of these

imports is intended for sacrifices to the gods or the spirits of the dead?”  

If these stories sound like sailors' tales,16 consider the relatively more

sober views of Angus Maddison, who spent an entire lifetime collecting

numbers and conjuring17 economic figures out of them. According to

his estimates, in AD 1, India's share of world GDP was 32%, coming

down gradually to 24% in 1700 AD. After this the share fell rapidly, as  the

industrial revolution built up momentum in Europe. In 1950 India's
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share was just 4.2%. It fell further to 3.1% by 1973.18

This enormous wealth appears to have been deployed in a variety of

ways: for constructing splendid buildings, for luxurious living, for public

works, as well as for munificent giving. Giving by Indian Rajahs and

Sultans is the stuff on which legends are built. But as this book shows,

the giving did not end with them. Merchants, courtesans, ordinary

householders as well as the poorest appear to have participated in giving. 

This book explores ways in which giving took place in traditional

communities, with the object of assessing whether any of these channels,

forms or symbols can be used to enhance modern giving. The discussion

is peppered with stories from scriptures to help the reader understand

the imagery that motivates traditional giving. All major faiths present in

India have been considered, with the material arranged according to

numbers belonging to different traditions. 

Of these, the largest amount of material is available on Hindu daan. It

must be noted that practice of daan amongst Hindus lags far, far behind

the ideals described in the scriptures. Hindu daan is, thus, a little like the

famous Angkor Wat temple, the largest known manmade place of wor-

ship in the world, with a cosmic design, precise engineering and exqui-

site workmanship. At some point of time, it must have been a glorious,

living entity, sustaining the material and spiritual needs of millions of

people. Today it lies in ruins, overtaken by the jungle. And yet it evokes

rapturous admiration of thousands of tourists who flock to Cambodia

each year just to view the temple.

The twin concepts of daan and utsarg have been described, followed

by a discussion of the motives and principles. There has been consider-

able debate on types of daan, the various methods and attitudes in daan,

and the likely benefits. Thought has also been given to what enhances

the benefit, and what reduces the impact of daan. Of particular interest

are the prescriptions on giving as a percentage of one's income or wealth.

Various categories of persons to whom daan can be made have also been

discussed. Hindus have also devoted considerable time and effort to

designing specific forms of daan, tailored to the needs of the donors, and

the desired benefit. The material on forms of daan, though extremely

rich and interesting, has been moved to Appendices, primarily for ease

of reading and reference.

Utsarg, which refers to giving for public benefit, is directly relevant in

today's context. This includes planting of trees, digging of ponds and

wells, setting up of rest houses, schools, etc. The forms of utsarg and

dedication ceremonies involved in utsarg have been described in some

detail.

This is followed by a discussion of zakaat, khums and sadaqa, which TH
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are Islamic forms of charity, and practised widely in the Muslim commu-

nity. The Quranic injunctions and guidance provided by the Sunnah on

the amount and the use of zakaat funds are included, as are some inspir-

ing stories from Islamic traditions.

The next chapter is devoted to tithe and charity, which are Christian

terms for giving. The religious ethic behind Christian charity is

described, as are the Biblical prescriptions for tithing.

The Sikh concept of daswandh (a tenth part), is somewhat similar to

the Christian tithing, and is discussed in the chapter on Sikh giving. This

chapter also describes the Sikh langar (a universal feature of all

Gurudwaras) and Sewa, an essential part of voluntary work in the Sikh

community.

Bauddh daan is significantly different from Hindu daan, and is 

discussed in a separate chapter, which describes the Bauddh recommen-

dations on daan. Daan Paramita, which is the first step to becoming a

Buddha, is discussed and then liberally illustrated through various

Jaatak (jatk) stories. The Jaatak stories, first narrated by Lord Buddha

himself to his followers, are rich in symbolism and weave a very special

magic over the listener, transporting him to another world. 

Similarly, the Jain concept of daan is distinct from other daan tradi-

tions. This forms the subject matter of a separate chapter.

Last, but not the least, is a chapter devoted to two other significant

traditions: among the Parsi and the Baha’i. Parsi giving, though anchored

in traditional ethics, is quite modern in its outlook. It is also legendary

for its munificence. Similarly, giving among the Baha’i (the youngest 

tradition in India) has a very modern structure, while deriving its 

inspiration from the Baha’i scriptures.

The final chapter is devoted to a consideration of how these traditions

could connect with modern fund-raising. The chapter discusses how

this can happen by stripping down the various forms of traditional giv-

ing to their essential concepts, and matching these with modern needs.

Similarly, important psychological concepts associated with 

traditional giving can be used to enhance availability of resources, while

at the same time engaging orthodox communities with modern 

development work.

20
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II. Daan and Utsarg (Hindu)

On 27th July 2009,19 the priest at a Ganapati temple in Khajrana (Indore)

called up the police to say that a person had put some gold in the tem-

ple's donation box. When the box was opened in the presence of witness-

es, it turned out to be about two kilograms of gold biscuits, worth about

`38 lakh. The donor remains unidentified. His or her motives can only

be speculated upon.

Obviously this kind of giving is rare enough to make news in regional

papers. There are many more examples, on a larger scale, where people

have donated gem-encrusted ornaments, gold crowns, silver thrones, at

temples. Some of these are reported because of their size or because a

celebrity is involved. But a larger stream of smaller giving continues to

flow through temples across India and abroad unreported. Consider

some statistics:20

● Shri Tirupathi Temple's annual collection from donations is estimated

at more than `900 crore.21 This includes about `30 crore raised from

sale of donated hair, which is then used to make wigs for the domestic

and foreign market.
● Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine annually receives about `75 crore.
● Shri Vinayak Temple in Mumbai received `25 crore in 2007.

To understand this, assume that

there are 10,000 active shrines in

Delhi. Assume further that each

receives `500, on an average, each

day. That comes to `50 lakh per day.

Add it up for a year, and the figure

jumps to `182 crore. And this is an

estimate for just one type of giving -

dropping coins in a donation box at

the temple, in one city. It does not,

for instance, consider occasional

bhandara (É{fara), or donations in

kind.

And thereby hangs a story. The

giving tradition among practising

Hindus is actually immensely diverse

and rich. It has also made very effec-

tive use of donor psychology and has

built up a logical structure. There is

an enormous amount of literature,

tales, folklore, which informs and TH
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sustains this tradition. In this chapter, we look at this in some detail.

Daan
Traditionally,23 Indian political wisdom24 lists four methods of dealing

with conflict: saam (sam, conciliation, true or false praise), daan25 (dan,

placating with gifts), dand (d{f, use of force) and bhaid (Éed, sowing dis-

sension). These recur again and again in various ancient political lec-

tures. 

However, daan is not limited to statecraft. It appears to have been

widely practised on a regular basis among ordinary people, at some point

of time. As a result, an enormous amount of literature has come down to

us. To begin with, classification of daan in Hindu traditions is complex

and variegated, as discussed below.

Classification
Daan has been classified in several overlapping ways, depending on

one’s perspective:

Orientation

Depending on the orientation (internal or external), acts of charity can

be divided into two broad categories:26

1. Isht (#ò)

Acts which are primarily religious in nature (yagn - y}, hom - haem, tap -

tp, hospitality etc.), and are turned inwards, are called Isht. The rewards

of such acts are invisible in this life and will be enjoyed in paradise.

2. Poort (pUtR)
Acts which are primarily charitable in nature (construction of public

utilities, ponds, schools, rest houses, gardens, ann-kshetra, etc.) are

called poort. The benefits of poort are visible in this life, and include

22
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Poort

Shraddha

Sattvik

Rajasik

Tamasik
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Nitya

Naimittik
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Vimal
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Notes

1 Valued at about `2500 crore. Buying gold on Akshaya Teej is consid-

ered auspicious, and harbinger of prosperity.

2 Bombay Bullion Association (ENS Economic Bureau, 2010, p. 15).

3 See, for instance, Narayan Sewa Sansthan, Udaipur’s highly successful

TV campaign. http://www.narayanseva.org/Content.aspx?Page=

Sewa_Ethos; Last accessed: 17th August 2010.

4 In a recent interview Ms. Ashni Biyani, scion of Biyani family (which

owns the Future Group, India’s largest retailer and the Pantaloon

brand), emphasized how Future Group taps into the power and wis-

dom of Indian mythology to figure out how things work in India. The

Group, for instance, learned from ‘people who publish Kalnirnay

almanac, that captures every single religious or communal festival or

dates of every large community’. This information is being used by the

group to ‘understand the significance and meaning of every festival or

religious event for different communities and align [its] promotional

campaign with them’. (Phadnis, 2010, p. 24).

5 ~20,000 square kilometres.

6 See, for instance, Charity in Islam (Senturk, 2007), Zakah (Ansari),

Charity - Even with a Trifle (Al-Qasim, 1999), The Zakat Handbook

(Zakat Foundation of America, 2007), Beyond Tithes & Offerings

(Webb & Webb, 1998), Bring the Full Tithe (Watley, 1995), As You

Tithe, So You Prosper (Meyer, 1948).

7 See, for instance, Dr. Vijay Nath’s socio-economic study of Daan

(Nath, 1987), and Dr. Kala Acharya’s exploration of pauranik concept

of daan (Acharya, 1993). Dr. Pushpa Gupta’s exhaustive and meticu-

lous research on daan and utsarg is a departure from this trend

(Gupta, 2004).

8 See, for instance, Daan Mayukh, of Neelkanth Bhatt (Bhatt N. K.,

2007), Daan Khand of Hemadri (Hemadri, 1985) and Daanchandrika

of Pt. Diwakar (Diwakar, 1998).

9 Planning Commission's estimate for 2004-05. A World Bank report

for 2005 pegs this figure at 42%.

10 In a survey of 150 young Britons, 34% said the place did not exist.

The other 66% said it was a mythical place. “Search on for Timbuktu’s

Twin” BBC News, 18 October 2006. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/

6062360.stm. Accessed 29-Jun-10.

11 16° 46’ 33’’ N, 3° 0’ 34’’ W.
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12 In Egypt.

13 When Rome Ruled Egypt (Sidebottom, 2008).

14 Estimate by Prof. Steven Sidebottom, University of Delaware, based

on a 2nd Century AD document, indicating the value of 3.5 ton

cargo as 7 million drachmas, or 210 million dollars.

15 Pliny, Historia Naturae 12.41.84. 

16 The extrapolation made by Prof. Sidebottom may be problematic,

being based on a single cargo document (3.5 tons, valued at 7 million

drachmas), and several diverse estimates. At current prices, the flow

of Roman gold to India would come to about 14,000 metric tonnes

per year. This should be compared with present world gold stock of

~165,000 metric tonnes (World Gold Council).

17 Estimates made by Mr. Maddison are controversial, being, at best,

complex guesses. These should not be viewed as validated history.

18 Table A.6. Share of world GDP: 20 countries and Regional Totals, 1-

2003 AD (Maddison, Contours of the World Economy, 1-2030 AD,

2007, p. 381); See also Table B-20. Shares of World GDP, 20

Countries and Regional Totals, 0-1998 AD (Maddison, A Millenial

Perspective, 2006, p. 263).

19 ‘Khajrana Mandir mein Do Kilo Sone ka Guptdaan’(Bureau, 2009).

20 These are mostly based on media stories, and may not be reliable or

accurate.

21 ‘Ahead of wedding, big B does charity’, Times of India, 16-Apr-2007.

22 Census of India (Office of the Registrar General and Census

Commissioner).

23 Mahabharat: Shanti Parv, Chapter 103, verse 36. (Ved Vyas, 2001, p.

V:4690).

24 The Kautiliya Arthashastra, 9.6.21-73. (Kangle, 2000, pp. I:227-29).

The verses on daan (23-25) list five methods of making the daan to a

financially weak king. Also see Ramcharit Manas, Lanka Kaand,

6.37.9 (Sharan, 2001, p. 223).

25 Commonly mis-called daam (price). Daam actually means a rope in

Sanskrit.

26 Entry under Ishtapoort (Pandeya, 1988, pp. 103-04); also see

Varadachari’s comments on the recognition of these terms under

local laws (Varadachari, 2005, pp. 159-60).

27 Varadachari, 2005, p. 330.

28 Family members, dependents, servants, etc.
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dation is not relevant as elephants are endangered and trade in

ivory is prohibited / regulated under Convention on International

Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and the Indian Wild Life

(Protection) Act (1972). 

932 Daan Mayukh (Bhatt N. K., 2007, pp. 242-43).

933 The Hindu Lunar Calendar is adjusted every three years to recon-

cile with the Solar movement. This is done by adding an extra

month (Mal Maas or Adhi Maas) to the Lunar Calendar. Therefore,

the Gregorian dates could vary significantly, though the Lunar Tithi

remains unchanged.

934 Pancakes.

935 See Til Dhenu (itl xenu) on page 125.

936 Poorv (Indra), Agneya (Agni), Dakshin (Yam), Nairritya (Nairiti),

Paschim (Varun), Eeshan (Eesh), Oordhva (Brahma), Adho (Anant).

(Bahri, Pracheen Bharatiya Sanskriti Kosh, 1994, p. 154).

937 Nishpav.

938 Seven types of grains.
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Index of Concepts, Forms and Names

aadhak 125, 217

aadhi 27

Aahar Daan 109

Aajya Meru 51, 138

Aapaak Daan 146

aaram 56

Aasan Daan 53, 145

Aashleshaa 164

Aashvin Shukla Paksh 162

Aaturkalik 61

Abhay Daan 53, 61, 62, 99, 101, 109,
153

Abhijit 164

Abraham 74, 76

Acharya 31, 155

Adaan 33

Adata 149

Adham 56

Adhisthan 27

Adhyapan 146, 147

Adhyeya 142

Adi Shankaracharya 37

Adi Varah- see Shri Adi Varah

Aditta Jaatak 89

Aghan152

Agneeshtika Daan 53, 152

Agni Puran 31, 42, 49, 59, 153, 159

Agnihotra Yagn 55

Agra Daan 83

Agr-dakshineya Brahmins 89

aguru 130, 150, 164

Ahaar Daan 99, 100

Ahadith 65, 68

Ahamkar Daan 52, 107, 142 

Ahlul Bayt 67

Ahmadiya 63

ailak 100

aishwarya 42

Aitareya Brahmin 141

Aj Daan 53, 109, 156

Ajivika 95

Akeerti 81

Akshay Patra 108, 146

Akshay Teej 14, 60

Akshaya Patra - see Akshay Patra

akshaya triteeya - see Akshay Teej

Al Beruni 44,45

Al-Gharimoon 69

Allah 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69

Allahu Akbar 63

Al-Masakin 69

Alms 25, 63, 66, 84, 85, 106,

Altai Republic 51

amil 69

Amrapali Van 89

amrit 79, 135, 136, 148

Amrit Chakhna 79

Amritam Jalam 108

Anaar 57

Anagami 90

Anant 140

Anarata 33

Anathapindik 83, 84, 87, 88, 90

Ang (King) 95

Ang (Kingdom) 88

ang (Part) 26

Angiras 122

Angus Maddison 18

Anguttar Nikaya 86, 92, 176, 202, 203,
204

Ann Daan, 31, 38, 53, 109, 148, 149

Ann Kshetra 22, 109 TH
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Antrashodh rog Har 155

Anuradha 164

anvaahit 27, 

Anvaya Daan 99, 100

Apasmar Unmad Rog Har 155

Apmrityu Har 155

Apsara 164, 48, 95, 135, 136

Arabian 18

Ardra 164

Arhant 90

Aritthapur Nagar 82

Arjun 39

Arogya Daan 60, 109

Arogya Shala 60

Ar-Riqab 69

arth 27, 42, 44, 60, 147

Arth Shastra 42

Arunachal 71, 80

arya 92

Arya Samjaji 21

Aryika 100

Asadh Krishn Paksh 161

Asadisa Daan 87

Ashariya 67

Ashok 57, 58, 59

Ashraya 59

Ashtak 32, 160

Ashtami 161

Ashtang Ayurved 60

Ashv Medh Yagn 118, 120, 121

Ashv Meru 50, 138

Ashvini 165

Ashw Maha Daan 47

Ashwamedh 55, 56, 59, 127, 148, 153

Ashwamedh Yagn - see Ashwamedh,
Ashv Medh Yagn

Ashwatth 53, 109, 152

Ashwatth Seenchan - see Ashwatth

Assam 63, 80

Asur 29, 40, 45, 49, 106

Asur King Bali 40

Atharv Ved 33, 141

Athithya 61

Atidaan 82

Atiratra Yagn 55

Atisaar Rog Har 155

Atithi 62

Atma Pratikriti Daan 53, 144

Atma Vidya 147

Atri Smriti 31, 33

Atthisen Jaatak 92

Aushadh Daan 100, 109

Aushadhi Daan - see Aushadh Daan

austerity 35, 81

avatar 40

ayat 67

Ayesha 64

Ayodhya 31, 36, 37, 41, 42

Ayurved 60, 147, 155

Ayushkar Daan 53, 144

Ayyam-i-Ha 103

Badahar 57

Baghdad 65

Baha'I 16, 20, 102, 103, 104, 105

Baheda 57

Bakvriksh 58

Bal Gangadhar Tilak 37

Bali 40, 43, 122

bamboo 56, 132

banana 57

banyan 58, 133

Bargad 57

barley-soup 87

batloi 146

Bauddh 16, 20, 51, 80, 83, 86, 94, 110
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bel 58

bell 124, 126, 154, 156, 167

Bengal 63, 80, 36

Betal Pacheesi 39, 44

Betal Pachisi - see Betal Pacheesi

Bhadant Anand Kausalyayan 96

Bhaddiya city 88

Bhadrak 58

Bhadrapad Shukla Paksh 162

Bhadrashv 50

Bhagander Rog Naashak Ratndaan
151

Bhagwad Gita 23, 24, 37, 54

Bhagwat Puran 43, 45, 52

Bhai Chaupa Singh 79

bhaid 22

Bhakti Movement 35

bhandara 21

Bharani 165

Bharat 37, 85

Bhavishya Puran 106, 116, 146, 58

bhaya 27

bheekh 35

Bheeshm 30,56

bhiksha 31, 35, 44, 83-85, 88, 91, 92,
94, 96, 106, 147 

Bhiksha Patra 88

Bhikshatan 92

Bhikshu Anand 89

Bhikshu Sangh 83, 86, 87, 91

Bhikshu, 80, 84, 86, 89, 91, 94 

Bhikshunis 91

Bhoodaan Andolan 14

Bhoomi Meru 50

Bhraman Rog Har 155

Bhrigu Lok 153

Bible- see Holy Bible

Bihar 63

Bimbisaar 86

Bodhisattva 80, 81, 87, 88, 92, 93, 95,
96

Bohra 63

Brahad Aranyak Upnishad 45

Brahaspati 59

Brahat Parashar Smriti 119

Brahm 48

Brahm Lok 56, 118, 134, 153

Brahm Puran 159

Brahm Vaivart Puran 59, 159

Brahma - see Shri Brahma

Brahmand daan 47, 113

Brahmand Puran 159

Brahmanvar 39

brahmchari 84, 99

brahmcharya 86, 94

Brahmdutt 87, 88, 90, 92

brahmin 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 38, 39, 40,
42, 44, 48, 54, 81, 82, 90, 92, 93, 96,
118, 119, 121, 122, 125, 126, 127, 128,
139, 140, 141, 143, 144, 145, 146, 148,
151, 152, 156, 158

Brahm lok 147, 149, 159

Brahmo Samaji 21

Branaghn Ratn Daan 151

Brihadgarbh 32

Brihat Kalp 50

Buddha - see Lord Buddha

Buddha Shasan 88

Buddhism 80, 85, 92, 201

Burma 80

butter 87

Cambodia 19, 80

Chaitra Shukla Paksh 161

chakra 53, 144

Champa 57, 145

Chanakya 42
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Chandal 31, 42

Chandatak 58

Chandraaditya Daan160

chanvar 126, 130

chariots 82,115

charity 12, 16, 20, 22, 39, 44, 63- 66,
68, 71, 72, 74, 78, 84, 98, 102- 104,
107, 108,

chatra 121, 148

Chatra Upaanah Daan 53, 148

Chaturdashi 162, 167

chaturthi 166

China 18, 80,

Chinese 106

Chinwad Bridge 103

Chitra 164

Chitrakoot 39

Christians 71

church 72, 74, 76, 77

Corinthians 71, 72, 76, 77

Corporate Social Responsibility 110

cows 26, 33, 34, 36, 37, 45, 48, 55, 82,
99, 113, 114, 115, 116, 121, 123, 124,
128, 133, 138, 148, 149,153, 154, 156,
159, 165

da 45

daan 9, 10, 12, 13, 15- 48, 50, 52- 54,
57, 60- 62, 78, 80-101, 106- 108, 110,
113, 114, 116, 118- 122, 124- 128, 133,
138, 139, 141-148, 150- 152, 155- 166 

Daan dhan 27

Daan Paramita 20, 80, 81, 82, 92, 110

Daan Shala 83, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 109

Daan Sheel 43, 183

Daan Veer 39

daanu 78

Daasi Daan 47, 121

Dadhi Dhenu 49, 126

Dadru Rog Har 155

Dadru Rog nash Til Padm daan 140

dakshina 29, 32, 35, 41, 42, 47, 55, 57,
59, 106, 112, 114-117, 120, 123-128,
139, 141, 145, 155, 157, 158, 180, 181,
183. See also - Guru Dakshina

Dakshinavibhang Sutra 90

dam 56

daman 45

dand 22, 56

Dand Daan 53, 152

dargah 16

Das Bramhan Jaatak 89, 203

dashami 166

Dashavatar Daan 160

Dashrath 36, 37

Daswandh 20, 78, 79

date 63, 161- 163, 177, 228

Dawud Al Tai 65

daya 45

Daya Daan 61, 62, 98- 100

Dayikanam Agr 89

Deep Daan 14, 53, 109, 152, 153

deepak 29, 142

dehi-dehi 34

Dev 45, 49, 52, 59, 62, 94, 95, 121,
136, 148, 169, 192, 212, 219, 226

Dev Daasi 121

Dev Lok 94, 

Dev Putra 95

Devalaya 60

Devarshi Narad 26, 29, 32

Devdar 132

Devi Parvati 58, 59, 133, 134

Dhak 57

Dhanajaya 88

Dhan- Ann Daan Sookt 148

Dhanishta 164

Dhanurved 147
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Dhanya Dhenu 49, 127

Dhanya Meru 51, 138

Dhanya Shail 50, 132, 134

Dhara daan 47, 109, 116

dharm 26, 27, 33- 35, 38, 42- 45, 48,
50, 53, 60, 83, 85, 86, 95, 96, 124, 139,
147, 154, 

Dharm Ghat Daan 53, 109, 151, 

Dharm Moorti 50

Dharm Shastra 124

Dharmopdesh 92

Dharmshala 101, 122, 123

Dharmvarma 26

Dhenu Daan 46- 49, 109, 120, 125,
127

Dhruv 28

Digambar Muni 97

Dipankar Buddha 93

dove 66, 154

Drachmas 18

durgati 34

Dvari Bandh 56

dvitiya 166

Dwadashaditya Daan 160

Dwapar Yug 35

ecclesiastical 76

ekadashi 161, 162, 166

Eknetra 140

Ekrudra 140

elephant 37, 40, 42, 55, 82

European 18, 76, 107

fisabillillah 69

fuqara 69

Gaj Daan 47, 120, 121

Gajanan Gangeya 59

Galantika Daan 53, 152

Galgandaghn Ratn Daan 151

Ganapati 21

Gandh Dravya Daan 53, 150

Gandharv 136, 147, 151, 158

Gandharv Ved 147

Gandhmaadan 50, 132, 135

Ganga / Ganga ji 37, 59, 62, 148

gantry 121

garlands 57, 87, 96, 125, 126, 132, 141,
156

Garothman 103

Garud 150, 155, 166, 48

Garud Puran 159

Gathaof Zarathushtra 102

gau 48

Gaudaan 49, 55, 56, 128, 136

Gau Gras 154

Gau Lok 56, 129, 148, 155

Gau Meru 50, 138

Gau Paricharya 53, 154

Gau Sahsra daan 47, 109, 114

gaucharm 122

Gaushala 122, 123

Gaya 62

ghanimat 66, 67

ghee 87, 112, 113, 116- 118, 120, 123,
125, 127, 130, 132, 135, 138- 140, 145,
146, 152, 153, 161, 164, 166 

gheepayas 140

Ghrit Dhenu 49, 125, 159

Ghritachal 50, 135

gnan 35

Goa 71

gobar 126

Godaan 49

Godavari 62

Gomed 117, 150

Goolar 57

Goprachar 57

Gorakhpur 38
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gotra 42, 95

greeshm 55

Grih Daan 47, 109, 122

grihasth ashram 97, 123

Gud Dhenu 49, 125, 126

Gud Parvat 50, 133, 134

Guh 142

Gujarat 97, 102

gun 24

Guna 95

gunapeksh 28

Gupt Daan 54

Gupt Kaashi 54

Guru 17, 34, 50, 78, 79, 113-115, 121,
122, 142

Guru Dakshina 41. See also -
Dakshina

Guru di golak 79

Guru Granth Sahib 78, 79

Guru Nanak 78

Gurudwara 20, 78, 79

gurujan 30

Guru's kitchen 79

Hadith 67, 68

Halpankti Daan 116

Hari - see Shri Hari

Harichandan 136

HarshDaan 27, 36

hast (measure) 122

Hasta (constellation) 164

Hasti Meru 50, 137

hasti-pad 84

havan 55, 57, 123, 133, 140

Hazrat Mohammad 63, 64, 67, 68

Heera 150

Hem Hasti Rath daan 47, 115

Hemadri 17, 45, 56, 59, 60, 118, 123,
139, 147, 155

Hemant Kaal 55

Hemkoot 50, 51

Hemvaiduriya 150

hetu 26

Himachal 80

Himalaya 50, 51, 81, 85, 89, 92, 93, 96

Himvaan 50

Hindu 12, 16, 17, 19-23, 30, 35, 36, 41,
43, 44, 48, 49, 52, 60,61, 80,112, 118,
122, 124, 125, 132, 141, 144, 157

Hiranya Ashv daan 47, 114

Hiranya Ashv Rath daan 47, 115

Hiranya Kaam Dhenu daan 47

Hiranyagarbh daan 47, 113

Hiranyaksha 52

Hitopdesh 39

Holy Bible 71,74

Holy Quran 66, 69

Hom 22

honey 29, 39, 87, 112, 114, 120, 125,
126, 133, 139, 145, 161,164

horses 32, 37, 42, 82, 115, 120- 123,
138, 148

howdah 120

Huququ'llah 103, 104

Ibnus Sabil 69

India 9, 10, 12-14, 16, 18-22, 35-38,
44, 51, 62, 63, 76, 80, 102, 103, 108-
110

Indra 40, 41, 48, 56, 58, 81, 82, 106,
136, 144

Indra Lok 56, 148, 150, 153, 158, 164

Indraneelmani 117, 150

Iran 102, 103

isht 22

Islam 09, 63, 68, 69

Isnaanu 78

Jaali Kumar 82

Jaatak 20, 80- 82, 85, 89- 95, 96, 110

234

Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India

TH
E FO

R
G

O
T

TEN
 PO

T O
F G

O
LD

Administrator
Copyrighted Material



Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India

235

TH
E 

FO
R

G
O

T
TE

N
 P

O
T 

O
F 

G
O

LD

Jaatak Katha - see Jaatak

Jackfruit 58

jaggery 87, 112, 116, 123, 125, 130,
133, 134, 154, 166

jaghanya 98, 99

Jain 12, 16, 17, 20, 97

Jaituttar Nagar 82

jajman 106

jal 151

Jal Dhenu 49, 125, 130, 131

Jalaashay 54

Jalaashay Utsarg 109

Jammu Kashmir 63

Jamun 57

Japan 80

jasta 112

Jayanti 58, 161

Jerusalem 75, 77

Jesus Christ- see Lord Jesus Christ

Jetavan Vihar Daan 84

Jinalaya 99

Jyeshth 22, 24, 139, 164

Jyeshth Krishn Paksh 161

Kaal Chakra Daan 53, 144

kaalapeksh 28

kaam 27, 43, 60, 147

Kaamla Rog Har 155

Kaar Dweep 81

Kaashyap- see Lord Kaashyap

Kachnaar 57

Kadamb 58, 132

Kakkusandh- see Lord Kakkusandh

Kali Yug, Kaliyug 31, 35, 41, 120

Kaling 82

Kalmucks 51

Kalp 112, 134, 147, 159

Kalp Lata daan 47, 116

Kalp-padap daan 47, 113

Kalpvriksh 113, 114, 117, 136, 148

Kalyan 38

Kamdev 132, 136

Kamya 22, 24, 25, 28

kanak 58, 214

Kanak Ka Lehsunia 150

Kanishth 22, 24

Kanya Daan 47, 124

Kapila Daan 48, 124

Kapila Dhenu 49

Kar Sewa 78

Karan 61

Kareesh 84

Karn 39, 183

Karn Vedh 57, 58

Karnataka 97

karnika 139

Karpas Dhenu 49, 127

Karpas Parvat 50, 135

Karpasachal 135

Kartik Krishn Paksh 162

Kartik Poornima 50, 162

Kartik Shukla Paksh 149, 162

Kartikeya 48, 166

karwa142

Kashi 42, 94

Kashyap 95, 171, 193, 194 , 203, 204,
208, 213, 221

Katahal 57

Katha Saritsagar 39, 169

Katyayan 34, 181

Katyayan Muni 34

Kaushalya 37

Kautsa 41

Kaveri 62

Kerala 18, 63, 71, 171

Ketu 61, 226

Ketumaal 50
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Keturatn 150

Khaand Meru 51, 138

Khadir 88, 144

Khadir Angar Jaatak 88, 203

Khair 58

Kharaj 68

khichdi 146, 164

Khums 19, 63, 66, 67, 68

Kimnar 136

kindness 24, 27, 35, 45, 54, 60, 68, 73,
99, 100

King of Koshal 86

King of Magadh 86

King of Saurashtra 26

Kingdom 40, 42, 71, 74, 76, 82, 83, 89,
93, 94, 121, 122, 137, 150, 166, 198

Kingdom of Ceta 82

Kings - see Ang, Bali, Bharat,
Bimbisaar, Brahmdutt, Brahmanvar,
Dashrath, Dharmvarma, Karn,
Kushketu, Nimi, Nrig, Prasenjit,
Raghu, Sanjay, Shudrak, Sivi,
Virochan

Kitab-i-Aqdas 103, 169, 206, 207

kon 58

Koorm Puran 118, 159, 175, 179, 187,
212, 221

Krishatva Rog Har 155

Krishn, Krishna - see Shri Krishn

Krishnajin Daan 53, 144

Krishnarjin 82

Krittika 164

Kriyapeksh 28

Kshatriya 31, 94, 202

Kshay Rog Har Til Padm Daan 140

Ksheer Dhenu 49, 126

Kshullak 100

Kshullak brahmchari 99

Kshullika 100

Kuber 41, 48, 136, 157, 172, 226, 227

Kumar 82, 142

kumkum 113, 117, 140, 150

Kumud 51

kusha 48, 52, 95, 130

Kushketu 148

Kushth Rog Har 155

La ilaha ill Allah 63

Ladakh 80

laddoo 93, 204

Laghu Upvan 58

lajja 27

langar 20, 79, 109

Laos 80

Latter-day Saints 76

Lavan Dhenu 49, 127

Lavanachal daan 133

Leelawati 50

lemon 58

Leviticus 75, 199

Ling Puran 159, 179, 189, 212

Lokpal Ashtak Daan 160

Lootadi Vrina Naashak 154

Lord Buddha 20, 80- 84, 86-91, 93, 96,
202

Lord Jesus Christ 73, 74, 75, 198

Lord Kaashyap 84

Lord Kakkusandh 84

Lord Shakra 81- 83, 87, 88, 94, 95

Lord Shikhi 84

Lord Vipashyi 84

Lord Vishvabhoo 84

lotus 57, 88, 102, 113, 119, 123, 137,
139-145, 157- 159, 164, 166, 220

Maar 88

Madanotsav 142

Maddison - see Angus Maddison

Madhu Dhenu 49, 126, 130, 131
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madhyam 22, 24, 56, 58, 98, 99

Magh Krishn Paksh 163

Maghaa 164

Maha Daan 46- 48, 81, 83, 85, 86, 93,
96, 112, 115, 116, 118, 124

Maha Til Patra Daan 52, 139

Mahabharat 31, 35, 36, 38, 39, 45, 55,
56, 122, 153, 160, 

Mahabhut Ghat daan 47, 117

Mahalat Prasadhan 89

Maharashtra 80

Mahavrati Muni 98

Mahayan 80

Mahee Daan 47, 109

Mahesh 141,155

Mahishi Daan 53, 109, 156

Makar Sankranti 60, 120,146

Mallika 93

Malyavaan 50

manav adhikar 109

mandap 55, 113, 114, 117, 123, 132,
151

Mandar 51

Mandarachal 132, 135, 136

Mango 57, 58, 89

Manikya 150

Manu Smriti 35, 43

Manvantar 112, 133

Marakat 150

Margsheersh Krishn Paksh 162

Markandeya Puran 159

market 21, 54, 91

Marut 122

masha 118, 120, 141

Mata Vaishno Devi 21

Matali 94,95

math 101

Matsya Puran 33, 46, 50, 52, 55, 57,
159

Maulana Abdul Malik Al-Qasim 65

mayha 91

Mayhak 91

Mecca 66

meemansa 147

Meghalaya 71

Mehendi 57

Mermandar 51

Merriam-Webster Encyclopaedia of
Religions 76

Meru Daan 46, 49- 51, 109, 120, 137

Meru Vrat 50

Mesh Daan 53, 155

Meshi Daan 53, 109, 155

Migara 89

Migara Mata Prasad 83

Mithila 37,94.95

Mithila city 94

mithyavaadi 95

Mizoram 71

Moghul 18

Mohammad - see Hazrat Mohammad

moksh 23, 24, 60, 133, 137, 139, 147,
159, 166, 167

Moksh Dhenu 49

Mongols 51

monks 17, 83, 85, 86, 87, 88, 94, 96

Mookatv har Til Padm Daan 140

Mool 131, 165

Moonga 150

Mootrakricchra Rog Har Til Padm
Daan 140

Moses 77

moti 150

Mount Belukha 51

Mount Gandhmaadan 132, 135

Mount Himvan 134

Mount Suparshv 133, 135, 136
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Mount Vipul 132, 135

Mrigashira 164

Mrityuanjaya Nyas,143

Mt. Sumber 51

Mt. Sumer 51

Mt. Sumur 51

Mukh Rog Nashak Gaj Daan 121

Mumbai 14, 21, 97, 102, 172, 173

Muni 34, 48, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101

Premchand - see Munshi Premchand

Munshi Premchand 49

Muslim 20, 63, 68- 70, 168, 173,
176,195- 197, 208

Muthu 151

Naag 155

Naagkesar 57

Naamu 78

naash 26, 188

naasti-naasti 34

Nag Dweep 81

Nagaland 71

Nagarjunkonda 84

Naigam - see Shri Naigam

Naimittik 22, 24, 25, 28, 118, 194

Nakshatra 61

Nakshatra Daan 61, 164

Nalanda 84, 171

Nanak - see Guru Nanak

Nandak 52

Nandmoolak Mountain 85, 89

Narad Puran 159, 160, 221, 227

Narmada 62

navami 166

navdha bhakti 100, 205

Neel 50, 51

Neel Mani 150

Neelam 150

Neem 57, 58

Nehemiah 75, 199

Netraputak 117, 150

New Testament 75

nikshipt 27

Nimi 94

nirmal 25

nirmalya 35

nirvan 80, 92

Nishadh 50, 51

nishk 118, 120, 139, 140, 145, 219, 226

nishreyas 24

nitya 22, 24, 28

Nrig 33

Nyas 27, 143

Ohrmazd 102, 103

Orange 58

Paak 26

Paakad 57

Paapapnod Dhenu 49

Padm Puran 31, 35, 48, 54, 159, 175,
181, 183, 187- 190, 194, 223- 225, 227

Padmarag, Padmraag 117, 150

pal 51, 114, 155, 157, 190, 209-212,
217, 219, 227

palak 84

palanquin 121, 221

Palash 95, 148, 192

Palewat 58

Pali 15, 80, 83, 89, 91, 170- 172, 174,
176, 201- 204

Panch Dhenu 49

Panch Laanglak Daan 109

Panchami 166

Panchang 35, 36, 60, 61, 194

Panchatantra 39, 173, 185, 188

panjika 35, 61

Panna 150

Panth Upchar 53, 154
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parampad 136

Parigrah Pariman Vrat 97 

Parinirvan 83, 91

Parsis 102

Parv Daan 61

Parvat Daan 46, 49, 50, 109, 132-
134, 137

Pat Daan 53

Patal 58

patra 30

Patra Daan 52, 53, 97- 100, 146

Paul - see St. Paul

pauranik 18, 21, 30- 32, 41, 46, 48, 51,
53, 106, 108, 127, 146, 153, 154

pausara 161

Pausara Daan 151

Paush Krishna Paksh 163

Payas 140

Peepal 57, 58

Phusati 82

pind 52

pindpaat 85

Pippali tree 91

Pishaach 29

Pitra Tarpan 52

Pomegranate 58

Poornima 50, 106, 161, 162, 167

poort 22, 23

Poorv Ashadha 164

Poorv Bhaadrapadaa 164

Poorva Phalgunee 164

Pragnya Heenata Har 154

prakar 26

Prapa Daan 53, 109

prasad 83,140

Prasenjit 86, 93

prasth 127, 137, 143

Pratardan 32

pratigrah 99

Pratipada 166

pratishraya 59

Pratyaksh Dhenu Daan 127

Pratyaya 82

Pratyek Buddha 85, 86, 88, 89, 90, 93

Prayag 37, 62

Priest Melchisedec 76

Prince Vessantar 81, 82

Princess Madri 82

pua 164

Pukhraj 150

Punarvasu 164

Pundarik Yagn 159

Punjab 78

Punnavasumitra 84

punnya kshetra 90, 94

punya 23, 29, 31, 32, 43, 54, 95, 97,
148, 158

Puran 15, 24, 26, 31-33, 35, 42, 43, 45,
46, 48- 52, 54- 60, 106, 112, 117, 118,
125, 147, 158, 160

purohit 31, 90,149

Purvarama 89

Pushkar 33, 62

Pushparag 150

Pushparath 32

pushprag 117

Pushya 164

Pustak Daan 53, 109, 146, 147

Queen of Koshal 93

Queens - see Kaushalya, Mallika,
Phusati, Shachi, Suruchi

Quran - see Holy Quran 

rabbit 81

Raghu 41

Raghuvamsa 41

Rahit-nama 79

TH
E 

FO
R

G
O

T
TE

N
 P

O
T 

O
F 

G
O

LD

Administrator
Copyrighted Material



Rahu 61

Rajak Aram 87

rajasik 22- 24, 37, 179, 180

Rajasthan 97, 108, 169, 170, 207

Rajasthan Patrika 108, 169, 207

Rajat Meru 50, 137

Rajat Shail 50, 136

Rajgir, Rajgrih 83, 84, 203

rajshala 94

Rajsooya 56, 59, 124, 159

rakhi 106, 107

Raksha Bandhan 106

Rakshas 191

Raktshool 140

Raktshoolaghna Til Padm Daan 140

Ram - see Shri Ram

Ramayan 153, 160, 171, 174, 184, 185,
189, 225

Ramcharitmanas 31, 33, 36, 41, 170,
182, 183

Rameshwaram 62

Ramsukhdas - see Swami
Ramsukhdas

Ramzaan 69

Ras Dhenu 49, 126

Rataundhi Har 155

Rath Maha Daan 47, 121

Ratn Daan 53, 150, 151

Ratn Dhenu daan 47, 117

Ratn Meru 50, 137

Ratn Shail 50, 135

Ratnachal 135

Rehat Maryada 78, 79, 173

Revati 164

Rig Ved 33, 141, 227

rikaz 67

Riksh 50

Rinaapnod Dhenu 49

rishi 17, 48, 128, 141

ritvij 114, 133 

Rog Har Daan 53, 155

Rog Peeda Har 155, 

Rohini 164

Roruv 85

Rudra Ekadash Til Daan 52, 143

Rudralok 151, 153

Rudraprayag 54

saam 22

saamaanya 26

sadaqa 19, 63- 66, 69, 107, 109

sadaqa jariyah 63, 109

Sadaqa-ul-Fitr 69

sadhu 101

Safed Pukhraaj 150

sage 17, 81

Sahasra Vipra Bhoj 53

Sakdagami 90

Sam Daan 99, 100

Samudravijaya 85

Sanatani 21

sangh 83- 91

Sanjay 82

sankalp 33, 37, 41, 42, 60, 128

Sankranti 50, 60, 120, 146

sannyas 81, 92, 93

sannyasi 84

sanskar 59

Sanvaya Sarvasv Daan 27

sanyaas ashram 30

Sapt Sagar daan 47

Sapt Shatak daan 82

Saptami 166

Sarasvati 62

Saraswat Muni 34

Saraswati 34, 48
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Sarv Paap Har 155

SasyaVed 147

sattu 38, 39, 161

Sattvasheel 39

sattvik 22, 23, 24, 37, 100

Satya Yug 35

Saubhagya Lake 133

Saugandhik 117, 150

Sauveer 85

Sayyid 67

Seep 150

Semal 57, 58

sesame 51, 52, 113, 118- 120, 123,
125, 132, 134, 138-145, 163, 164, 166

Seth - see Anathapindik, Dhanajaya,
Migara, Punnavasumitra, Shreevardh,
Sumangal, Svati, Ugra, Visahya

Seventh-Day Adventists 76

sewa 20, 78, 109, 177

Shabad 78

Shachi 106

Shaiv 21

Shakra - see Lord Shakra

Shakt 21, 26

shakti 26

Shalagram Shila 157

Shami 58

Shankh 150

Shankhlikhit Smriti1 48

Sharat Kaal 55

Sharkara Dhenu 49, 126

Sharkarachal 50, 136

Shasthi 166

Shastra 42, 100, 123, 124, 147

Shatbhisha 164

Shaund 50

Shayya Daan 53

Shia 63, 67

Shibi 32, 33

Shikhandik 140

Shikhi- see Lord Shikhi

Shilp Ved 147

Shishir Kaal 55

Shishumar 55

Shiv Lok 50, 60, 123, 159, 166, 167

Shivyogi 142

Shivpad 159

shlok 26, 29, 37, 78, 102

Shobhavati 44

Shool Daan 53, 144

shraavak, shravak 90, 98

shraddha 22, 23, 26, 29, 86, 96

Shram Daan 54, 108, 109

Shravan 106, 164

Shravan Krishn Paksh 162

Shravasti 83, 84, 87, 89, 93, 96

Shreekanth 140

Shreevardh 84

Shreshth Daan 83

Shri Adi Varah 157

Shri Brahma 45, 46, 48, 50, 52, 119,
132, 134-137, 141

Shri Hari 136, 139

Shri Krishn 33, 39, 40, 147

Shri Naigam 142

Shri Ram 36, 37, 156

Shri Surya 119-121, 140, 146

Shri Tirupathi 21

Shri Varun 48, 58, 122, 141

Shri Vinayak Temple 21

Shri Vishnu 40, 42, 48, 52, 116, 119,
122, 123, 133-135, 141, 142

Shringvan 50

Shudra 31, 44

Shudrak 44

Shukracharya 43, 44, 122
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Shwas Kaas Rog Har 155

Shwet 50, 51

Siberia 51

siddh 135

siddhi 159

Sikh 12, 16, 17, 20, 78, 79

Sikh Rehat Maryada 79

Sikkim 80

Silsila 67

Sindhu 62

sindoor 14

Siras 57

Sita ji 37

Sitod lake 133

Sivi 82, 83

Skand Puran 26, 35, 43, 60

smart 21

Smriti 21, 31, 33, 43, 48, 56, 59, 155

som paan 126

Som Vat 58

Son Dinn 94

sookshm 140

Sphatik 117,150, 

Sri Lanka 80

Srotapann 90

St. Paul 71-73, 76, 77

Sthali Daan 53, 146

Subhan Allah 63

Sudatta 83

Sumangal 84

Sumedh 93

Sunni 63,67

Suparshv 51, 133, 135, 136

Suruchi 40

Surya - see Shri Surya

Surya Gaj Daan 120

Surya Lok 60, 121, 150, 158, 164, 166

Suryakant Mani 117, 150

Suvarn Dhenu 49, 127, 130, 131

Suvarn Maha Daan 47, 118

Suvarn Meru 50, 51, 137

Suvarnachal 50, 134, 136

Svaatee 164

Svati 84

Swami Ramsukhdas 23

Swarglok 153

Swarooptah Dhenu Daan 49, 127

swayamvar 37

Tagar 95

Tamasik 22, 23, 24, 32, 37

Tambool Daan 53, 150

Tamilnadu 71

tantric 80

tap 22, 26, 31, 34, 99

Tark Shastra 147

Taru Putra 58, 109

Tathagat 90

Thailand 80

Theravad 80

Thirukural 44, 

Thiruvalluvar 34, 44

Tibet 80

til 52

Til Adarsh Daan 52, 142

Til Dhenu 49, 125, 127, 165

Til Garbh Daan 52, 143

Til Karak Daan 52, 142

Til Kumbh Daan 52, 141

Til Maha Daan 47, 120

Til Meru 51, 138

Til Padm Daan 52, 139

Til Patra Daan 52, 139

Til Peeth Daan 52, 142

Til Poorn Kamsya Patra Daan 52, 141
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Til Rashi Daan 52, 139

Til Shail 50, 134

Tilak - see Bal Gangadhar Tilak

Tilaranjak Daan 52, 142

Timbuktu 18

tirth 62

Tirupathi - see Shri Tirupathi

tithe 15, 20, 71, 74-77

tithi 35, 61, 62

Tithi Daan 61, 166

tortoise 55, 84

Trayodashi 166

Treta Yug 35

trik 28

Trimoorti Daan 160

Trimurti 140

trin 56

Tripadm Daan 141

Tripadm Til Daan 107

Tripura 71, 80

Trishul 144

Tritiya 166

Triveni Sangam 37

truth 35, 71, 76, 78, 85, 92

Tula Bhaar Daan 112

Tula Purush Daan 47, 112, 113

Tulsi 58

Tulsidas ji 31,41

Twaksar 56

tyag 23, 41, 42

Ubhayato Mukhi Gau Daan 49, 128

ubtan 52, 59

Udak Daan 53, 109, 151

Udar Rog Har 154

Uddiyan 80

Ugra 84

United States 76

Upanishad 33

urad 93, 133, 164, 166

Ushr 63, 68

Utkranti Dhenu 49

utsarg 19, 21- 23, 30, 54, 56, 109

Uttam 56, 98, 99

Uttar Ashadha 164

Uttar Bhaadrapadaa 165

Uttar Phalgunee 164

Uttar Pradesh 63

Uttarakhand 54

vaanprasth ashram 30

Vaar Daan 61

Vagdosh Har 154

Vaiduryamani 117, 150

vaidya 60

Vaikang 50

Vairam 150

Vaishakh Krishn Paksh 161

Vaishnav 21

Vaishya 31

Vaitarani 42, 86

Vaitarnee Gau Daan 49, 128

vajralape 56

Vajramani 150

Vajrayan 80

valmeek 55

Vaman Puran 

Vandhyatva Har Suvarn Dhenu 49

Vanka Mountain 82

Varah Avataar 52

Varah Puran 123, 127

Varanasi 81, 87, 88, 90, 92, 93, 96

varn-sankar 31

Varsha Kaal 55

Varshashan Daan 109, 149

varshavas 87
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Varun - see Shri Varun

Varun Lok 56, 159

Vasant Kaal 55

Vastra Daan 53, 109, 145

Vastra Meru 50, 109, 138

Vastupooja/Vastu poojan 55, 123

Vasumana 32

Vayu 58

Vayu Lok 153

Ved 25, 29- 31, 33, 34, 48, 113, 117,
142, 147, 158

Vedang 147, 158

vedi 55

veetraag 90

Veluvan 83, 86

Veluvan Vihar 86

Vetalpanchvinshati 44

Vidalaksha 151

vidh 26

Vidhyadhar 135

Vidhyesh 140

Vidooraja 151

Vidrum 117, 151

Vidya Daan 53, 99, 101, 109, 146, 147

Vihar Daan 83, 84

Vijaysaar 57

vimal 22, 24, 25

viman 94

Vinaya Pitak 85

Vinayak Daan 160

Vinayak Temple - see Shri Vinayak
Temple

Vinoba Bhave 14

Vipashyi- see Lord Vipashyi

Virochan 40, 41

Visahya 87

Visarpdosh Har 155

Vishakha 83, 84, 88, 89, 164

Vishnu - see Shri Vishnu

Vishnu 40, 42, 44, 48, 52, 59

Vishnu Puran 159

Vishnudharmottar Puran 56, 58, 153,
154

Vishnulok 51, 166

Vishnupad 159

Vishvabhoo- see Lord Vishvabhoo

Vishvachakra daan 47, 116

Vishwajit Yagn 41

Vitan 145

vrat-rahit samyagdrishti 98

Vrikshaaropan 56

Vrinaghna Gaj Daan 121

Vrishabh Daan 49, 128

Vyatipat Yog 159

Vycranth 151

Walnut 58

West Bengal 63

William Macdonald 77

Yaachit 27

Yaajak 31

Yachak 84, 85

yagn 22, 35, 41, 55, 56, 59, 118,120,
121, 123, 124, 127,128, 148, 149,
154,158, 159

yagn mandap 123

Yagnakarta 31

Yagnavalkya 127

Yagnopaveet Daan 160

yajnapati1 32

Yaksh 48,151

yakshkar dam 150

Yam 48, 58, 59, 128, 152, 158, 166

Yamuna 62

yash 43, 44

Yashti Daan 53, 109, 152

Yog 61, 83, 141, 159
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Yojan 84

Yudhishthir 30, 38, 40, 56

zakaat 15, 16, 19, 20, 63, 67- 70, 108

Zakaat-ul-Fitr 3, 69, 70

Zakat Foundation of India 108

Zartosht 103

Zoroastrian 102,103
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In a fast-modernizing society, are the old giving traditions doomed to die? 

Or can these also be modernized and revived, helping fund the financial needs of

a vibrant development sector?

This question is especially relevant in India where the Government is 

committed to ensuring that ‘foreign money does not dominate social and political

discourse’. Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India, therefore, takes a close

look at the varied traditions of charity among the orthodox.

This book is intended to help Indian NGOs and fund-raisers understand and

appreciate the rich indigenous giving traditions, as also learn from the literature

and thinking that support these. It is hoped that this will lead them to think about

whether, and how, some of these elements can be used in their own search for

resources among Indian communities.

‘Daan and Other Giving Traditions in India at the onset is a work that takes the

reader 'back to the basics' in terms of understanding giving traditions as they were

practiced in India by civil society in various milieus. While various scholars, acad-

emicians and philosophers have touched upon and reflected on giving traditions of

majority religious groups in India - Hinduism, Islam, Christianity in the context of

various social, anthropological, religious and philosophical studies - there has been

little research on ‘Giving Traditions’ per se. This book is therefore the first of its

kind in tracing 'traditions' as they have been practiced historically in India.’

- Priya Viswanath, Co-Founder, dãna asia 

Author: Diaspora Indians: On the Philanthropy Fast Track

Faith-based giving, a critically important part of Indian charity and philanthropy,

needs to be better understood on its own terms, and in the diverse and changing

forms in which it is practiced today in India, if we are to have even the hope of a

comprehensive understanding of the complex tapestry that is giving and 

philanthropy in India. [This] volume is of exceptional value for its discussion of

the doctrine and history underlying these faith-based motivations for charity and

philanthropy, as well as for the detail of the research presented. Daan and Other

Giving Traditions in India will serve as the standard guide to these giving 

traditions in India for a long time to come. It belongs on the bookshelves of any

person interested in philanthropy and charity in India and anyone working on

charitable and philanthropic giving, and of any library that is collecting any 

materials in the area.

- Mark Sidel, Prof. of Law and Lauridsen Research Fellow, 

Univ. of Iowa; President, International Society 

for Third Sector Research (ISTR)
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