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It has proved very difficult to get the latest 
amendments for each state. Therefore, 
please re-confirm the information in this 
circular before taking any 
important decisions. 

Gujarat1 
[Societies Registration Act 1860 as 

amended by the State] 

Registration: By filing Memorandum of As-
sociation and 
certified copy 
of Rules and 
Regulations 
along with a 
fee of Rs.50/- 
(Sec. 3). All 
documents to 
be filed with 
the Registrar of Societies or Assistant Regi-
strar of Societies at Ahmedabad, Nadiad or 
other regional centers 2. 

Name should not be similar to another Socie-
ty. It should not suggest that the Government 
is involved with the Society (Sec. 3A). 

Alteration: You can alter the objects of the 
society, change its name or merge with 
another society. For this, you have to con-
vene two general body meetings (at interval 
of one month). Three-fifths of the members 
have to approve the change (Sec. 12).  

Change of name becomes effective only 
when approved by the Registrar of Societies 
(Sec. 12A). It does not affect any rights or 
obligations of the society. It also does not 

                                                                 
1 Requirements of Bombay Public Trusts Act, 1950 also 
apply in addition to these. 
2 Please confirm jurisdiction for your district / region. 

affect any legal proceedings by or against the 
society (Sec. 12B). 

List of Governing Body Members:  File it 
every year within 14 days of annual general 
meeting. If general meetings are not held, file 
this in January (Sec. 4). A list showing 

changes in Governing Body during the year 
should also be filed. If there is any change 
in the rules, a corrected and certified3 copy 
of rules of the society should also be filed 
(Sec. 4A). This should be done within 30 

days of the change.  

The Registrar can ask for additional 
information regarding persons employed, their 
emoluments, any contributions, concessions 
or other benefits and amentities provided for 
employees by the society [Sec. 4B(1)]. 
However, no such information can be 
published (or shown to others) without the 
previous written consent of the society [Sec. 
4B (4)]. 

Accounts: The society should keep proper 
accounts. These should be closed on 31st 
March each year. These should also be au-
dited each year (Sec. 12D). 

The auditor should prepare4 and send a copy 
of the Income & Expenditure Account and Bal-
ance Sheet to the Registrar. He / she should 
report any irregularity5. The auditors should 
say whether this was due to breach of trust, 
misappropriation or misconduct of governing 
body or any other person (Sec. 12E). 

Dissolution: At least three-fifths (60%) of the 
general body members have to vote for disso-
lution of the society at a special meeting (Sec. 
13). Government’s consent is required for dis-
solving the society, if it is a member or a con-

                                                                 
3 Certification by three members of the Governing body. 
4 Normally, accounts are not prepared by Auditors. How-
ever, the Act uses the word ‘prepare’ in this connection.  
5 Defined as irregular, illegal or improper expenditure, 
failure to recover money or property.  
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tributor or interested in the society. However, 
the government can neither dissolve a socie-
ty on its own, nor can it take over the society.   

Disposal of property upon dissolution: A 
society’s property cannot be distributed 
among its members. Further, after dissolu-
tion, the members cannot give away the 
property to another society. However, the 
majority of members present at the time of 
dissolution can give the property (left after 
settlement of all debts and liabilities) to the 
Government. The Government can utilize the 
property for any of the purposes mentioned 
in Sec. 1 of the Act (Sec. 14 as amended by 
State Act).  

Others: All documents6 of the society are 
open to public for inspection on payment of 
Re.1. Copies can be taken and also can be 
certified by Registrar of Societies (Sec. 19).  

Goa, Daman and Diu 
[Societies Registration Act 1860 as amended by 
the State] 

Registration: By filing 
Memorandum of 
Association and 
certified copy of 
Rules and Reg-
ulations along with a 
fee of Rs.50/- (Sec. 3). All docu-
ments to be filed with the Inspector General 
of Registration7. 

Alteration: You can alter the objects of the 
society, change its name or merge with 
another society. For this, you have to con-
vene two general body meetings (at interval 
of one month). Three-fifths (60%) of the 
members have to approve the change (Sec. 
12).  

Change of name becomes effective only 
when approved by the Inspector General of 
Registration (Sec. 12A). It does not affect 
any rights or obligations of the society. It also 
does not affect any legal proceedings by or 
against the society (Sec. 12B). 

                                                                 
6 Except documents with confidential information. 
7 Location not known to us. 

List of Governing Body Members: You 
should file this every year within 14 days of 
annual general meeting. If general meetings 
are not held, file this in the month of January 
(Sec. 4). 

The Inspector General can ask for additional 
information8 about employees, including their 
salary etc. (Sec. 4A).  

Accounts: The society should keep proper 
accounts. These should be closed on 31st 
March each year. These should also be au-
dited each year (Sec. 12C). 

The auditor should send a copy of the audit 
report to the Inspector General. He / she 
should report any irregularity9. The auditors 
should say whether this was due to breach of 
trust, misappropriation or misconduct of go-
verning body or any other person (Sec. 12D).  

Dissolution: At least three-fifths (60%) of the 
general body members have to vote for disso-
lution of the society at a special meeting (Sec. 
13). Government’s consent is required for dis-
solving the society, if it is a member or a con-
tributor or interested in the society. However, 
the government can neither dissolve a society 
on its own, nor can it take over the society. 

Disposal of property upon dissolution: A 
society’s property cannot be distributed among 
its members. Further, after dissolution, the 
members cannot give away the property to 
another society. However, the majority of 
members present at the time of dissolution can 
give the property (left after settlement of all 
debts and liabilities) to the Government. The 
Government can utilize the property for any of 
the purposes mentioned in sec. 1-A of the Act 
(Sec. 14-A as introduced by the State).  

Others:  All documents10 of the society are 
open to public for inspection on payment of 
Re.1. Copies can be taken and also can be 
certified by Inspector General of Registration 
(Sec. 19).  

                                                                 
8 This information cannot be published without the Socie-
ty’s consent. The Inspector General can even be fined 
(Sec. 11B) for improper disclosure of this information! 
9 Defined as irregular, illegal or improper expenditure, 
failure to recover money or property.  
10 Except documents with confidential information. 
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Haryana 
[Societies Registration Act, 1860.  No state  

ammendments]. 

Registrati
on: By 
filing 
Memoran
dum of 
Associatio
n and 
certified 
copy of Rules and Regulations (Sec. 3).  All 
documents to be filed with the Registrar of 
Joint Stock Companies.  

Alteration: You are allowed to alter the 
objects of the society, or merge with another 
society. For this, you have to convene two 
general body meetings 11 and three-fifths of 
the members have to approve the change 
(Sec. 12).  

List of Governing Body Members: To be 
filed every year within fourteen days of 
annual general meeting. This should be filed 
in January, if general meetings are not held 
(Sec.4).  

Accounts: No specific provisions. 

Dissolution: At least three-fifths (60%) of 
the general body members have to vote for 
dissolution of the society at a special meet-
ing (Sec. 13). Government’s consent is re-
quired for dissolving the society, if it is a 
member or a contributor or interested in the 
society. However, the government can nei-
ther dissolve a society on its own, nor can it 
take over the society.  

Disposal of property upon dissolution: A 
society’s property cannot be distributed 
among its members 12. Three-fifths of the 
members present at the time of dissolution 
can decide to give the property (left after sa-

                                                                 
11 At an interval of one month 
12 This clause will not apply to any society, which has 
been established by the contributions of shareholders in 
the nature of a Joint Stock Company. Currently, Joint 
Stock Company can be formed only under Companies 
Act, 1956. Therefore, this provision has become irrele-
vant. 

tisfaction of all debts and liabilities) to another 
society (Sec. 14). 

Others: All documents of the society are open 
to public for inspection on payment of Re.1. 
Copies can be taken and also can be certified 
by Registrar (Sec. 19).  

Himachal Pradesh 
[Societies Registration Act 1860 as amended by the 

State] 

Registration: By filing Memorandum of 
Association and certified copy of Rules and 
Regulations (Sec 3).  Fee of Rs.50 is to be 
paid for registration. However, the state 
government may exempt13 any particular 
society from the payment of registration fee. 
All documents to be filed with the Registrar of 
Socities in Solan District or Chamba District14.   

Alteration: You are allowed to alter the 
objects of the society, change its name or 
merge with another society. For this, you have 
to convene two general body meetings15 and 
three-fifths of the members have to approve 
the change (Sec. 12).  

Change of name becomes effective only when 
approved by the Registrar of Societies and the 
Registrar isuues a certificate with altered 
name. The Registrar can also direct a society 
to change its name.  In such a case, the 
society has to change its name within a period 
of three months from the date of direction 
(Sec. 12A).  

List of Governing Body Members: You 
should file this every year within fourteen days 
of annual general meeting. This should be filed 
in January, if general meetings are not held 
(Sec. 4).  If a society fails to file this list, it is 
liable to a fine of Rs.5016. 

Accounts: No specific provisions.  

Dissolution: At least three-fifths (60%) of the 
general body members have to vote for disso-
lution of the society at a special meeting (Sec. 
13). Government’s consent is required for dis-

                                                                 
13 By notification in Official Gazette 
14 

The Registrar’s office may also exist in other districts. 
15 At an interval of one month 
16 As per amendment to Section 4 added by Punjab Act 
No. VI of 1949 
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solving the society, if it is a member or a con-
tributor or interested in the society. However, 
the government can neither dissolve a socie-
ty on its own, nor can it take over the society.  

Disposal of property upon dissolution: A 
society’s property cannot be distributed 
among its members. However, three-fifths of 
the members present at the time of dissolu-
tion can decide to give the property (left after 
satisfaction of all debts and liabilities) to 
another society.  

Others: All documents of the society are 
open to public for inspection on payment of 
Re.1. Copies can be taken and also can be 
certified by Registrar (Sec. 19).  

Jammu & Kashmir 
[Jammu and Kashmir Societies Registration Act, 

1998 Vikram Samwat17 (foØe laor ~)] 

Registration: By filing Memorandum of 
Associa
tion and 
certified 
copy of 
Rules 
and 
Regulati
ons 
(Sec. 
4). All documents to be filed with the 
Registrar of Societies 18. 

Alteration: You are allowed to alter the 
objects of the society, or merge with another 
society. For this, you have to convene two 
general body meetings 19 and three-fifths of 
the members have to approve the change 
(Sec. 10).  

List of Governing Body Members: To be 
filed every year within fourteen days of 
annual general meeting. If general meetings 
are not held, filing should be done in the 
month of Kartik20 (dkfrZd, Sec. 5).  

Accounts: No specific provisions 

                                                                 
17 Equivalent to 1941 C.E./A.D.  
18 Location not known to us. 
19 At an interval of one month 
20 Eight months of the Indian calendar, around October - 
November. 

Dissolution: Three-fifths of the members or 
more may decide in a general meeting to 
dissolve the society (Sec. 11). Government’s 
consent is a must, if it is a member or a 
contributor or interested in the society. How-
ever, the government can neither dissolve a 
society on its own, nor can it take over the so-
ciety.  

Disposal of property upon dissolution: Af-
ter dissolution, the  members cannot receive 
any profits from the society.  However, three-
fifths of the members can decide to give the 
property (left after settlement of all debts and 
liabilities) either to another society or to the 
State Government (Sec. 12).  

Others: All documents of the society are open 
to public for inspection on payment of fifty 
paise per hour of such inspection or a 
maximum of Re.1 for each inspection. Copies 
can be taken and can also be certified by the 
Registrar (Sec. 17).  

What is AccountAble: 'AccountAble' covers a different 

topic related to NGO regulation or accounting each month 
and is mailed to about 1,200 persons in NGOs, Agencies 
and audit firms. AccountAid encourages reproduction or 
re-distribution of ‘AccountAble’ in workshops or NGO 
newsletters for non-commercial use, provided the source 
is acknowledged.  

AccountAble in Hindi: vdkmaVscy  vc fgUnh es a 
miyCÄ gSA   
Interpretation of law: Interpretation of law given here is 
of a general nature. Please consult your advisors before 
taking any important decision.  

AccountAble on the Web: Many of the past issues of 
‘AccountAble’ are available on our web-site 
www.accountaid.net.  

AccountAble by e-mail: You can also get your compli-
mentary copy of ‘AccountAble’ regularly by e-mail. For 
this, send an e-mail to accountaid@vsnl.com. 

AccountAid Capsules: Short items of information on 
NGO accounting and related issues. To subscribe, send 
an e-mail to accountaid-subscribe@topica.com. 

Complimentar y advice to NGOs: AccountAid provides 
complimentary advice on these issues to all implementing 
NGOs.  

Your questions, comments and suggestions can be sent to 
AccountAid India, 55-B, Pocket C, Siddharth Extension, 
New Delhi-110 014; Phone: 011-2634 3128; Ph. /Fax: 
011-2634 6041;  e-mail: accountaid@vsnl.com; accoun-
taid@gmail.com.  
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