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How much foreign contribution comes in each year? How many NGOs receive foreign funds?
Very little information is available on this to most people. As a result, wild exaggerations and
gross understatements are common. We have presented the analysis for 1996-97 and in con-
tinuation of the above, now we are providing an analysis for the year 1997-98. It is, therefore,
hoped that the analysis given here will provide useful data for people working with NGOs and
Agencies.

The analysis presented here is based on the 'Inflow of Foreign Contributions Report 97-98', prepared by the Ministry of
Home Affairs. This report provides a lot of valuable data on foreign contribution and we would like to place on record
our appreciation of the hard work the FCRA Department puts in while compiling this information despite limited person-
nel and infrastructure.

There are also limitations on the present analysis. Some of the charts may be misinterpreted, if taken casually. You
are, therefore, requested to carefully read the notes for each chart. Also in general:

O Foreign contribution in kind (material) is sometimes not valued or reported by receiving NGOs. The figures and
analysis will be distorted accordingly.

O The data includes all money reported as received for educational, social, religious, cultural, or economic pro-
grams. This money may be received by 'social-change institutions', development organizations, religious bodies,
universities, and hospitals as also NGOs set up by the Government. For easier reading and in the absence of any
definite classification, we have used the term NGO for all these.

O The FCRA dept. actually makes no real distinction between grant making agencies and NGOs. We have used the
term Agency to indicate that an organization is mainly involved in making grants to other NGOs.

0 A crore means 10,000,000 or ten million. One crore of Indian Rupees is currently equal to 238,000 US Dollars. A
lac means 100,000.

Total Receipts
Funds received in 97-98 went up over the previous years. Also many more NGOs filed their
FC-3 this year.

Over the five years from 93-94 till 97-98, the contribution has grown at an annual rate of 11.3%.
Average contribution received by each organization has gone up from Rs.16.5 lacs in 94-95 to
Rs.23.5 lacs in 97-98.

Some of the Agencies that are working in India have FCRA bank accounts here. These agen-
cies may receive funds ranging from Rs.1 crore to over Rs.35 crores. The average figures giv-
en here will be distorted due to this.
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Origin of Funds

Where do these funds come from? The report lists at least 122 countries, ranging from USA

(731 crores) to
Cameroon (2,000
rupees!). Then there
are smaller donors
who are not listed
individually — this
adds up over Rs.53
crores.

The chart alongside
shows that six coun-
tries sent in 76.5 %

Australia, Belgium,

Country of Origin

Canada, France,
Spain 50-100
Crores 11%

USA 731 cr.
25.5 %;

Germany
577 cr. 20 %

10 countries

10-50 Crores UK 376 cr.
8 % 13%
Italy
18 countries 198cr. 7%

1-10 Crores
2%

Netherlands
170 cr. 6 %

of the total funds i.e. 64 Countries 20 Countries

Rs.2193 crores. 1lacto 1 Crore Upto 1 lac SW'tzerlarld
) i 5% 206 140 cr. 5%

These are listed in :

the bar.

Next came five countries — Spain (78.83), Canada (69.49), Australia (63.62), France (58.7) and
Belgium (50.21). These gave funds ranging from 51 crores to 79 crores.

This is followed by 10 countries, each of whom gave funds ranging between 10-50 crores: Ja-
pan (38.16), Norway (30.72), Austria (28.41), Sweden (27.88), Denmark (21.33), Hongkong
(21), UAE (18.91), Saudi Arabia (13.24), and Kuwait (11.08).

Apparently countries from the developing world also contribute: Nepal gave 1.07 crores and
Bangladesh gave 0.45 crores. Even a starving country like Ethiopia appears to have given 6.88
lacs! This probably happens because some donor Agency is using these countries as a base.
For the curious ones, Pakistan gave 5.32 lacs only in 97-98.

Purpose of Receipt

What is the money received for? Most NGOs find it difficult to classify the funds received &c-
cording to purpose. For example, many agencies support multi-purpose or integrated pro-
grams. The amount should be accordingly split into health, education, economic, environment
etc. In practice, this does not happen — the total amount may be shown under, say rural devel-
opment.

The analysis on purpose
of receipt is, therefore,

Purpose-wise Receipt
Rs.2,854.51 Crores

Agriculture &

probably unreliable. Others Animal
However, it is given here 32.4% HUSbaE‘dary
f ; Religious 1.3%
or what it may be worth. 0
Cultural 6.6% Housing &
A closer look at the chart 0.3% Sanitation
. . 0,
confirms this. 0.7%
. Health & Family I~ Other Buildin
gs
Env_lronment shows up Welfare v
as just 0.3% or Rs.7.68 10.8%
crores. If we look at the Research,
enormous amount  of Stipends &
. School, College Scholarship
work which NGOs are Buildings 6.5%
doing on environment, 12.0% Help to Poor,
this would seem to be a Rural Aged, Destitute
pittance. Developoment Envirnoment & Orphans
9.9% 0.3% 14.2%
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Top 25 Agencies: Country-wise

The report also provides a list of 25 biggest donors. Together these donors give 777.38 crores,
or about 27% of the total inflow. The charts below show how much of each country’s donation

comes from these top 25 Agencies.
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Top 25 receivers
Who receives this money? There is a long list of over 12,000 organisations that received the

funds. A more manageable list is of 25 top receivers.

However, this picture is slightly confusing. The list includes both NGOs and grant-making
agencies. However, together, these organisations took in 598.07 crores in 97-98. Out of this, at
least 32% (about 191 crores) was received by grant-making agencies. This is shown separately

Top 25receivers: Rs.598 Crores

as a stack.
) Bible Tract Society of
Bharat Sokogakkai India 14.61
17.38

World Vision Missionaries of

India Campus Crusade Charity 17.28

for Christ 12.34

Mata
Amritanandamayi
Mission 34.32

SIFPSA 42.79
Gospel for Asia 14.44
CSI Child Care
24.69

MYRADA 15.57

Tibetan Children's
Village 16.02

SOS Children's Village
20.3
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More than one crore

The report also gives some statistics on who -
ceived more than one crore in 97-98. There were a
total of 640 organisations in this category (including
the top 25 above). These included NGOs and Agen-
cies. Some of these NGOs may have received funds
to disburse to other smaller groups.

Balance 11,558 (95%) organisations received less
than Rs. 1 crore. In fact, the average size of receipt
is Rs.23.48 lacs. This average is on the higher side
as it includes amounts received by Agencies as well.

Church of Jesus Christ

(All figures in Rs. Crores)

Child Dev. of India

12.71
Caritas 15.49

IGSSS 17.04

Oxfam (I) Trust 15.9

AMG India
17.74

FPAI 21.6
Organisations getting
more than 1 crore

5-10
crores

1-5 Crores (69)

(536)

\ >10
Crores

(35)

'AccountAble’ covers a different topic related to NGO accounting each month and is mailed to about 850

persons in NGOs and audit firms.

Interpretation of law in these circulars is of a general nature. Please consult your advisors before taking

any important steps.

2
AccountAid India also offers 'QuestionAble' (a complimentary service for NGOs) — answers to
practical questions on this and related topics.

Your comments and suggestions can be sent to: AccountAid India, 55-B, Pocket C, Siddharth
Extension, New Delhi-110 014; Phone: 011-2634 3128; Ph. / Fax: 011-2634 6041; e-mail: ac-

countaid@vsnl.com ; accountaid@gmail.com . Web-site: www.accountaid.net.
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